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believes that "The veriest ruffian becomes for the time being
tame in the presence of resplendent purity."135 He also holds
that ". . .it is physically impossible to violate a woman against
her will. The outrage takes place only when she gives way to
fear or does not realize her moral strength."136 Her purity makes
her conscious of her strength. If perchance she finds herself in
danger, she should resist the lust of the assailant even to the
extent of immolating herself. Even if gagged or bound, the reso-
lute will would give her the strength to die.137 Similarly the
satyagrahi relation or friend of such a woman should stand
between the assailant and his intended victim. He should then
either dissuade the assailant from his wicked purpose or face
death.

Even if a woman is attacked by a group of assailants, a part
of the group trying to carry away the woman and the other
isolating and beating her brother or relation, the plan of non-
violent defence will remain the same. Non-violent self-defence
consists in being prepared to die bravely and with honour. The
satyagrahi woman would protect herself without caring or wait-
ing for aid from her brother or sister and face death.138 Surrender
has no room in Gandhiji's plan of life. A woman should take
her own life rather than surrender. But behind Gandhiji's
approval of suicide under such circumstances is the belief that
one whose mind is prepared even for suicide will have requisite
courage for such mental resistance and purity that her assailant
will be disarmed. If the choice is between taking one's own life
and that of the assailant Gandhiji would prefer suicide.139

This method of defence by soul-force is far superior to
armed resistance. It will, in all probability, exhaust the assai-
lant's passion and awaken his soul. It will very likely steel the
heart of others to put an equally brave defence. Besides, death
in non-violent defence will not make the position even worse
as defeat in armed resistance will do. Defeat or death in armed
resistance, instead of stilling the fury or violence, feeds it by
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